
International Conference. September, 10 - December, 15, 2020. San Francisco, 

California, USA 
 

BRIDGE TO SCIENCE: RESEARCH WORKS  Conference Proceedings 

 
DOI: http://doi.org/10.15350/L_2/7 

 

 

Research Article 

 
THE LINGUISTIC PECULIARITIES OF PANDEMIC POSTERS 

 

Ana Gigauri1 

 
1 Assistant-professor, Iakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University, Georgia. 

 

DOI: http://doi.org/10.15350/L_2/7/60 

 

 

Abstract:  

The article deals with the linguistic peculiarities of pandemic posters. The author attempts to 

present lexical and syntactic features of these posters. In order to find out the characteristics of 

posters language, about 100 posters were retrieved on internet. The samples were analyzed in 

terms of lexical units and kinds of sentences. The author focuses on the structure and function of 

the sentences. The article also highlights the features that are intended to provoke readers' 

attention. 
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Introduction 

The 21st century has posed various challenges to humanity. One of the challenges became 

the virus COVID-19, which put the whole world in one danger and forced them to jointly confront 

and protect themselves from its extensive spread. This situation led to the creation of numerous 

posters on the theme of the pandemic. The objectives of the posters were: to provide information 

about the pandemic to the population, to introduce the restrictions imposed by the states, to 

provide information on preventive actions, to call for the saving of resources, etc. 

This article intends to contribute to the understanding of the linguistic peculiarities of the 

pandemic posters. It focuses on the analysis of the lexical units used in the posters, types of 

sentences, and some of the techniques that help draw readers' attention and make posters easier 

to remember. 

 

Aim and Methodology of the study The term “poster” in The Free dictionary by Farlex is defined as “a large, usually printed 
placard, bill, or announcement, often illustrated, that is posted to advertise or publicize something” (Poster, n.d.). The article deals with the pandemic posters found on internet.   

 

The aim of the study was to find answers to the following research question: 

1. What lexical units are used in pandemic posters? 

2. What kind of sentences are used in pandemic posters?  

3. Do pandemic posters provoke readers' attention? 

In order to get thorough answers to the research questions, we searched for up to 100 

posters about COVID-19 from various websites. 

 

Lexical Features of Pandemic Posters 

The analysis of data revealed that the most important lexical feature of pandemic posters 

is the use of monosyllabic verbs. They are mostly dynamic verbs. Only a few verbs are stative. 

The following table shows the frequency and percentage of verbs used in these posters (see table 

1).  
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Table 1. The frequency and percentage of verbs used in pandemic posters 

Verbs Examples Percentage 

Monosyllabic 

keep, fight, wash, spread, 

stop, stay, beat, catch, touch, 

etc. 

about 84 % 

Two or more syllable 
protect, avoid, cover, defeat, 

practice, linger, etc. 
about 16 % 

Dynamic 
Take, begin, do, give, isolate, 

help, clean, call, sneeze, etc. 
about 90 % 

Stative Know, want, mean, etc. about 10 % 

 

Phrasal verbs are not common in pandemic posters. We have found only a few of them. 

For example:  

1. Mask up 

2. Back him up! 

Stay home 

3. Keep these hands off! 

Who knows what, or who you touched 

4. Smile on your neighbor 

Keep apart 

Keep apart  

Wash your hands 

Call your Folks. 

 

In some cases pandemic posters reveal emotional appeals. The study of the posters showed that sometimes they use polite forms such as “thank you” or “please”. For example:  
1. Wash your hands 

spread kindness not germs 

stay home - save lives - protect the NHS. together we’ll beat this. 
thank you. 

2. Nothing matters now but health 

Please stay home 

3. No need to roam 

please stay home  

staying at home saves lives. 

Fight the virus from your front room. 

4. Please 

wear a face covering 

For your safety and the safety of others 

5. No, seriously. 

6 feet away, please.  

 

Syntactic Features of Pandemic Posters 

Review of the literature 

According to the structure, there are four kinds of sentences in the English language:  

 declaratives, 

 interrogatives,  

 imperatives and  

 exclamatives (Biber, Johansson, Leech, Conrad, Finegan, 2007; Börjars, & 

Burridge, 2010).    

They might be used to express: 

 statement,  

 question, 

 directive or command, request 

 exclamation (Biber, et al., 2007; Börjars, & Burridge, 2010).  
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 Börjars and Burridge (2010) draw clear line between four sentence structures and four 

uses of sentences. But these structural and functional terms are sometimes used interchangeably 

(Biber, et al., 2007).  The main reason is the fact that statements can usually be expressed with 

declaratives, questions – with interrogatives, directives - with  imperatives and exclamations – 

with exclamatives. However, this is not the only case and different structures may have different 

function as well. In some cases declaratives with rising intonation may function as questions. 

Exclamations can be expressed with various structures such as: exclamative, declarative, 

interrogative and imperative. On the other hand the function of the exclamative is more restricted 

than that of other sentence structures (Biber, et al., 2007; Börjars, & Burridge, 2010). Miller 

(2002) uses terms declarative construction and interrogative construction and focuses on the 

function of these constructions. The author defines that these construction were created “to enable speakers and writers to signal what they are doing with a particular utterance” (p. 24). In 

other words speakers/writers can assert, declare, ask or interrogate (Miller, 2002) their 

addresses with the help of these constructions.  

Explanation of data 

The article focuses on the structure and function of sentences used in pandemic posters. 

The study of the data revealed that these thematic posters substitude different types of sentences. 

The chart below shows the frequency and percentage of different kinds of sentences in these 

posters (see table 2).  

 

Table 2. The frequency and percentage of different kinds of sentences in pandemic posters 

Functions of 

sentences 
Statements Directives Questions Exclamations 

Number 41 97 2 10 

Percentage About 27% About 65 % About 1% About 7% 

Examples from 

pandemic 

posters 

The more 

people we can 

get in washable 

face masks, the sooner we’ll 
beat COVID – 

19. 

Smile on your 

neighbor/ Keep 

apart/ Keep 

apart / Wash 

your hands/ 

call your Folks 

Are you feeling 

fine? 

For your country’s health 
virtual hugs 

only! 

 

 

The study revealed that most of the sentences from the posters function as directives. It 

seems that command or request plays an important role to attract readers attention. About 27% 

of sentences make statements. The results of the study showed that exclamations are not 

frequently utilized in pandemic posters. What concerns to questions they are rare in these 

thematic posters.  

The analysis of the data revealed that most of the pandemic posters are presented with 

two or more sentences. Only a few of them offer just one sentence. Examples of a single sentence 

posters are: 

1. Distance makes us stronger (a) 

2. Are your folks ashamed of you for open sneezing? (b) 

3. Covid-19, We are not afraid! (c) 

From the above examples, (a) is a declarative that makes statement, (b) is interrogative 

that poses question and (c) is a declarative sentence, which is used to express exclamation.  

The study showed that some multi-sentence posters use one and the same kind of 

sentences (usually imperatives) (see Example 1), while others use different kinds (see Example 

2). Declarative and imperative sentences are often used together. They usually make statements 

and directives. 

Example 1: 

(1. a.) Be the resistance  

Keep your distance 

Stay safe, stay smart, stay 2 metres apart 

stay at home/ protect the NHS/ save lives   

(1.b.) Spread hope use soap 

wash your hands for as long as it takes to sing happy birthday twice.  
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In (1. a. ) and (1. b.) examples imperatives are used to issue directives.   

In the following examples (see Example 2 below) authors have utilized declaratives and 

imperatives, which express statements and orders/requests accordingly.   

Example 2:  

(2. 1.) Keep a safe distance  

Anyone could be carrying COVID – 19 

(2. 2.) A better future lies ahead 

Stop the spread  

Stay home 

Wash your hands 

Few pandemic posters are presented with the combination of interrogative and 

declarative sentences.   

Example 3:  

Are you feeling fine? (a) 

You could still be infected by COVID 19 (b) 

Up to half of all COVID – 19 patients never feel symptoms, but are contagious 

nonetheless (c) 

As we see, (a) is used to express question, (b) and (c) make statements.  

Analysis of target posters revealed that few pandemic posters are presented with three 

kinds of sentences. In the following example (see example 4 below), (a) expresses exclamations, 

(b) gives directive and (c) makes statement.  

Example 4: 

For you! For them! For us! (a) 

Stay inside (b) 

Victory begins at home (c) 

Analysis of the data showed that conditional sentences are rarely used in pandemic 

posters. We have found only few examples of them:  

 

Example 5: We can’t contain COVID -19 if you aren’t limiting infection 

1. If you don’t need it… don’t buy it 

 

Conclusion 

Based on the results of the study we can conclude that the most important lexical feature 

of pandemic posters is the use of monosyllabic verbs. Most of them are dynamic verbs. Stative or 

Phrasal verbs are not common in pandemic posters. It seems that pandemic posters mainly 

appeal to the public for action.  

The study also revealed that most of the pandemic posters are presented with two or 

more sentences. Only a few of them are presented with a single sentence. It turned out that most 

of the sentences from the posters function as directives or make statements. Exclamations are 

also found in pandemic posters, but they are not so common. What concerns to questions they 

are rare.  

Pandemic posters are usually presented with one or two kinds of sentences. Declarative 

and imperative sentences are often used together. They usually make statements and directives. These posters reveal great emotional appeals. The existence of polite forms such as “thank you” or “please” and the use of directives or exclamations might be considered as a prove of this 

statement. Finally, all these linguistic characteristics (together with other factors as well) play an 

important role to attract readers attention. 
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